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Bird of the Month

Belted King Fisher

As nestlings, Belted Kingfishers have acidic stomachs that help them digest bones, fish
scales, and arthropod shells. But by the time they leave the nest, their stomach chemistry
apparently changes, and they begin regurgitating pellets which accumulate on the ground
around fishing and roosting perches. Scientists can dissect these pellets to learn about the
kingfisher’s diet without harming or even observing any wild birds,

- The Belted Kingfisher 15 one of the few bird species in which the female 15 more brightly
colored than the male. Among the nearly 100 species of kingfishers, the sexes often look
alike. In some species the male is more colorful, and in others the female 1s.

*All activities and locations are subject to change. Please check the Monitor for updates or refer to the printed daily schedule available in your dining room.



